2IO                              CHILDREN   IN   INSTITUTIONS
that institution life is as such unfavourable to the child's develop-
ment. It must be remembered that there will always be exceptions
to the general rule. Institutions vary; and in any case, every
institution can (fortunately) show its examples of children who
have done well. We have, however, to consider general tendencies,
and the effect on the majority of the inmates.
(1)  In a recent authoritative survey of scientific studies of the
development of personality throughout childhood1 the authors
touch upon the problem of homeless children as follows: " . . .it
is commonly believed by experienced social workers that super-
vised foster home placements of dependent children are far
preferable to institutional placements from the standpoint of both
physical and emotional health.  Naturally, in an individual case,
a choice would be determined by the particular institutions and
foster homes available . . .
"Theis, for example, reported upon two groups of foster
children, who had been placed (in foster homes) after the age of
five. The 111 children of one group had spent at least five years
in orphan asylums before placement; 34. per cent, proved to be
in adult life 'incapable'. Among these incapables were 13.5 per
cent, classified as 'harmful' or eon trial'. In the other group,
numbering ninety-seven, none had lived in orphanages; only
18 per cent, were incapable, and only 6 per cent, delinquent or
'on trial'. The author states that there was no difference in family
backgrounds of the two groups, and little difference in age at
placement, but does not give precise data upon these points.'*
(2)  "The unfavourable influence2 of the institutional environ-
ment is noticeable even in the earliest period of life.   Gindl and
Hetzer tested 60 children, 20 institution, 20 foster, and 20 very-
much neglected family children, all between i and 12 years of
age, using the Hetzer-Koller (30) test series for the 2nd year.
Table 9 (below) presents these results.    In spite of the good
health condition of the institution children, they were mentally
more retarded than neglected family children, not to speak of the
foster children. This last result has been confirmed in an investiga-
tion with 275 Austrian foster families/'     (Danziger, Hetzer,
Low-Beer.)
1 Personality Development in Childhood, by Mary Cover Jones and Barbara Stoddard
Burks, Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development, VoL I, No. 4.
Washington, B.C., 1936.
* "The Social Behaviour of the Child," Charlotte Buhler, Chapter 12 of Handbook
of Qald Psychologf> edited by Carl Murchison, 1931, Oxford University Press, p. 421.